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: f 8 the Publication of a S by me 
upon a Subject, which hath already fur- 
niſhed the World with ſo many excel- 
lent ones from Perſons of the greateſt 
Learning and Abilities, may ſeem to carry the Ap- 
pearance of Vanity and Self-conceit, I muſt in Juſ- 


tice to myſelf declare, that I difclaim all Pretence ' 


to Merit in it as a Writer, and only appear in 


Print, to comply with the Requeſt of ſome of my 


Hearers, who were pleaſed to think well of the 
Diſcourſe, and deſired to have it. I muſt own in- 
deed, I was the more willing to yield to the Sollici- 
tation, as I thought, that however imperfect the 
Performance, it might yet be of ſome Uſe in a 
Place, which hath not for many Tears afforded the 
Inhabitants an Opportunity of hearing a Diſcourſe 
on this eee and as it alſo ſcem'd a proper Oc- 
caſion 
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vi. The PREFACE. | 
caſion of making ſome Obſervations on the Kathre 


of public Worſhip, and offering ſome neceſlary 


Cautions againſt the Abuſe of it, which the Circum- 


ſtances of the World in general, and chis Place * 


N ſeem'd to 9 1 

TIE were my real e to publiſh; and all 
that I can ſay for myſelf is, that I mean well;— 
and as I affect no Praiſe, I flatter myſelf that I 
ſhall incur no Cenſure; and that whatever Faults 
may be found in the Execution, will by good natur'd 


Readers be pardoned, for the Sake of the Intention. 


Gen. iv, 26, 


Nx. iv. 26. latter Part, 
ben began Men to call upon 
_ the Name of the LORD. 


+++ HESE Words, at the firſt Sight, ſeem 
t to imply, that there was no Worſhip or 
Calling upon the Name of the Lord be- 
nn fore this Time. But when, we read in 
the preceding Chapters, that God bleſſed 
"the Seventh Day and ſantiified it; and that, in pro- 
ceſs of Time, Cain and Abel brought their Offerings 
unto the Lord; it is highly probable, that there was 
both a peculiar Time and Place ſet Apart for re- 
ligious Worſhip : So that we muſt look for ſome 
other meaning of the Paſſage under Conſideration. 


$4444 


25 


Now among the various Conſtructions, which 
have been put upon it, there is none, I think, more 
4 f fe: : : | ap- 


18 5 


approved and better ſupported, chan chis.—That 3 in 
the Days of Enos, good Men being awakened by 
a Senſe of their Wretchedneſs and Infirmity began 
then, not for the firſt Time to call upon God, but 
to call upon him in a more public and conſpicuous 
Manner; by forming themſelves into diſtin So- 
cities, and uniting together for the better Proſe- 
cution and + eee of Religion. 
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Tuis was a e Practice, and ol -pleaſing to 
God: As is very evident from the remarkable 
Care, which he took to preſerve it Pure and In- 
corrupt; when it was in Danger, of: being loſt in 
Idolatry and Superſtition. For with this view God 
called Abrabam, who went forth with his F amily, * 

5 not knotuing, as the: Apoſtle ſpeaks, hit her he went. 
ö His Duty however he well knew; and therefore we 
read of his. building an Altar, more than once, as 
be travelled, and calling upon the Name of the Lord. 
After his Death, we find the like Proviſion made 
for public Worſhip by 1/aac and Facrb; and as 
| Facob was commanded by God to build an Altar; + 
| it is reaſonable to think, that his Predeceſſors did 
the ſame, in Compare: with — ne int 

tion. | 
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* Gen. Xii. 4. "+ Gen. xxxv. 1. 
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Bur Whither that was __ aa or not, when 
God had multiplied the Seed of Abraham and brought 
them out of Egypt, he expreſly required, not bare- 
ly an Altar, but a Tabernacle to be built, accordin 
to the Pattern, which he would be them“. This, 
being a portable Fabrice, was to move, as they 


moved in their Way to Canaan, and to be appto- 


Prey for the Celebration of PRs Worſhip. 


- Warr particular Reaſons God might have for 
requiring this Tabernacle, is möre than we hall 
take upon us poſitively to determine. As it was 
called the Tabernacle of the Congregation, or rather 
of Meeting, as à ſagacious Critie obſerves ＋, be- 
cauſe God had engaged there to meet and to bleſs 
his People it might tend to confine their Worſhip 
to that one Being, from whom”: alone they expected 
e Cn: r 
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5706 chai: Settlement! in has Ladd: oF Canaan, 


this Tabernacle was laid up (probably to prevent 


any ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Uſe being made of 
it,) in the Temple, & which Solomon had erected by 


divine Appointment. And. as this magnificent 
Structure was to anſwer all the Purpoſes of the 


Taperndcles. God promiſed the Continuance of his 


. . e 1 


* n i —_ 
* Me, A * * 


W.. - _ 


* Exod. xxv. 8 and e 9. f Mr. Mede. t Exod. xxix. 42. 
$ 1 Kings viii. 4. | | | 


—— 


ww) . 
| eſpecial Favour, upon the Prayer pat. up by the 
King at the Dedication of it. And tho? he fuf- 


fered it to be deſtroyed for the Sins of the People, 


and the People themſelves to be carried Captive to 
Babylon; yet upon their Return, it pleaſed God, 
who would ſtill have a Place for public Worſhip, 
to ftir up the Spirit of Zernbbabel, and the Spirit of 
all the Remnant of the Ane to build him a ſecond 


Temple. 


Bur this was not the only Place, erected for pub- 
lic Worſhip. It was indeed the moſt ſolemn and 
public one, and the Ceremonial Worſhip was con- 
fined to it—hither likewife all the Males were to re- 
pair thrice in the Lear; and to cut off the moſt 
- plauſible Pretence for ſtaying at Home, they had 

God's Word for the Security of the Land, during 
their Abſence, F But beſides the Temple, there were 
Tteſſer Places of public Worſhip, where the People 
_ conſtantly aſſembled to join in Set Forms of Prayer, 
and to hear the Scriptures. read and expounded. 
Theſe were called Synagegoes, not perhaps of any 
other, than human Invention; yet they are not with- 

" 7 2 6 our. 


« This Prayer, ſays Lord Orrery in Kis Obſervations upon Pliny 8 
1ſt Ep. Book 4. is one of the nobleſt Pieces of Poetry, that even 
Inſpiration itſelf has ever communicated to Mankind. It is at once 
the ſtrongeſt Example of the Pathetic, and the Sublime, that can 
be produced 1 in any other Author, ſacred or profane. 

1 Haggai i. 14. + Exod, XXxiv. 24. 


E 


out their Commendation in the Goſpel. * And we 
cannot doubt of the acceptahleneſs of the Service 
therein performed; becauſe our bleſſed Lord cus · 
marily join d in this Service on the Sabbath · day, 
nay he ever, that is, at the uſual Times. of Prayer, 
2 in the ae ts the __ algays 
Fe ſort. 


From this thort Account of public Workkip, e: e⸗ 
ven from the moſt early Times, and of the divine 

Care to keep up and encourage a due Performance of 

it; we may infer the great Piety and Utility of huild- 
ing Churches, altho there be no explicit Command 

in Scripture for it, as there was for the Takernacle 
and the Temple. For public Worſhip is, neither a 
mere Patriarchal, nor a legal Duty, but a natural 
one; equally obligatory under the Goſpel, as well 
as under the Law and before it. And agreeable 
hereto you find the Apoſtles, after our Lord's Af; 


cenſidn, forming their Converts into regular Societies 


for this Purpoſe, ordaining Elders to preſide and 
officiate, and preſcribing a decent. and orderly Be- 
haviour. But you cannot imagine, that they would 
have acted in this Manner, had they not known it 
to be their bleſſed Maſter's Will, that a public Wor- 
ſhip ſhould ſubſiſt, even to the End of the World. 
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* Luke viii. 5. 
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F it be E'VEE becher whe firſt Chriſtians had 5 


ſuch decent and commodious Buildings to aſſemble 
in, as this,” which is now opened and conſecrated to 


the "Worſhip of God? I anſwer, no Nor yet did 


they aſſemble here and there promiſcuouſly in Pla- 


ces of common Uſe. As the Patriarchs had their 
Altars, and the Children of Iſrael their Tabernacle 
of Temple; ſo may it be ſaid, I think, upon good 
Authority, that the firſt Chriſtians had their Parti- 
cular Places ſome Hoyfe or Part of a Houſe, not 
the "fitteſt perhaps for the Purpoſe, but the ſafeſt 
they could get; ſuited but too vet lbs!” to their 


Tow 19 985 > perſecuted Ponte. . 


4 1 a 4 2 . 
4 1 A I * ö 


Usbv. the eren of Chriſtianity, Places for the 
public Profeſſion of it increaſed too, as Hiſtory in- 
forms us; and when it came under the Protection 
of the Civil Power, no Coſt was ſpared to add to 


* 
40 


the Number, and contribute to the Decency of 


them. The ſame Spirit of Pietyſſtill continued; and 
While Kings founded Cathedral Churches for the 
general Good; others, who had large Eſtates, and 
were at too great a Diſtance from theſe Places of 


public Worſhip, thought fit to found leſſer Churches, 


which became Parochial, for the Convenience . 
themſelves and their Dependants - 


Z 
- 4 


- * 2 


Ann 
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Ax here let me obſerve, in favour of this Day's 
Solemnity, that upon the Erection of ſuch Edifices, 
it was the Cuſtom, (and probably as early, as the 
Apoſtles Days,) to have them publickly devoted and 
ſet apart by the Biſhop for divine Service. This 
was called the Conſecration of the Church—not al- 
ways peformed in one and the ſame Manner, but al- 
ways with ſuch: Solemnity, as ſerved © not only to 
* make it public, but alſo to ſurrender up to God 
that Right, which otherwiſe it's Founder might 
have in it, and to notify the holy and religious 
« Uſe, whereto it was intended to be put,” *. 


| In after Ages indeed many uſeleſs, not to ſay ri- 
diculous Ceremonies - crept in; but from the Begin- 
ning it was not ſo. In thoſe Times nothing was ad- 
' mitted, but what was pure and proper, and as Eu- 
ſebius ſpeaks, ſuitable to the Dignity of that great 
Being, to whom the Place was dedicated. :And 


while we keep to this Primitive Pattern, no one 


can juſtly deem the immediate Occaſion of. our 
Meeting to be idle Pageantry, or deride it, as a ſu- 
_ perſtitious Piece of Formality, Let him conſider, 
how God was pleaſed to ſtile himſelf the God of Be- 
thel, upon Facob conſecrating the Stone, whereon 
he ſlept, and naming it Bethel, the Horſe of God, — 

. 5 let 


— 


e The Judicious Mr. Hooker's Words. 


© 
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let him con n how God commanded the Taber- 
ingele to be cbnſeerated; What a ſignal Teſtimony 
£00 of this Approbation, he vouchſafed to give at 
the Dedication of the firſt Temple, —and how 
Chriſt honoured the Feaſt of the Dedication of the 
fecond with his Preſence; —let him, I "ſay, conſider 
theſe Things, and he may perhaps allow it to be 
At leaſt· a decent Practice, if not highly expedient, 
upon entering into the Houſe of God, to implore 
his Favour and gracious Acceptance of the Prayers, 
which ſhall at any Time there be offered. Eſpeci- 
ally, as the Service of our Churches is no Way in- 
ferior tothe Service of the Temple; and too much 
Precaution can ſcarce be taken to imprint upon 
Men's Minds a reverential Regard to ſuch Places, 
aas have a relative Holineſs, both in reſpect of God's 
_ptculitr Rigs, and ſpecial Preſence in them. For 
tho be Earth is the Lord's, and the Fuineſs theredf, 
and uo Place is excluded from his Preſence; yet 
that ſome Places are more peculiatly his Property, 
and more favoured with Indications of His Preſence 
than Others, is clear from wo: r | 


Bur ſome perhaps may ſay, where is the Neceſ- 
ſity of appropriating any Places for divine Worſhip, 
When! it is foretold by —— that in every Place 

Incenſe 


Gen. xxviii. 16. Exod. xx. 24. bes | br. 2. Matt. 
wii, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 22. 


„ 
Iucen ſe ſhould be offered unto the Lord, —and again, 
required by St. Paul, that Men pray every where,— 
Nay, and when it is further urged, that the pub- 
lic Worſhip of God, the very End of erecting ſuch 
Places, is but ſlightly ſpoken of in the Old Teſta- 
ment; and that there is not one Command for 
« it in all the Goſpel. ? 

Now in Anſwer to this Train of Objections, I 
would obſerve, Fir/}, That it was, neither the Pro- 
phet's, nor the Apoſtle's Intention to make 4 Places 
alike, equally Holy and fit for divine Service ; but 
to ſhew, that this Service ſhould be performed in 
other Places, as well as at Feruſalem. And'ſecondly, 

tho* it muſt be acknowledg'd, that God ſpeaks to 
his People with great Contempt, and even De- 
teſtation of their Sabbaths and ſolemn Aſſemblies; T 
yet as they are frequently reproached in Scripture 
for the Neglect of them, it could not be the Inſti- - 
tution itſelf, but their Abuſe and perverſe Obſer- 
vance of it, which gave Offence. - Accordingly 
they are required immediately after, as you may 
read, to put on a Holineſs ſuperior to that, which 

'C they 


"© 4 Wh 


* 1 1 
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* Theſe Words are purpoſely borrowed from the 1ſt. Chap. of 
Mr. Law's ſerious Call; but I muſt in Juftice to that ingenious and 
pious Author obſerve, that his Deſign there was not to ſet aſide all 
public Worſhip, as ſome weak or prejudiced Readers have ſuggeſted ;. 
but to prevent People laying too much Streſs upon it, to the Neg- 
le& of the common Duties of ordinary Lite. 

+ Ifaiah i. 13. Amos v. 21. 
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they laced in outward Forms and Ceremonies, to 
amend their Lives, and anſwer the Spiritual End of 
the Inſtitution. 


£04 to the Jaf Objection, tho there is not one 
Com ham in all the Goſpel for public Worſnip, 
(no more than for ſome other Duties, we are bound 
to) yet upon mature Thoughts, there appears ſuffici- 
. ent Reaſon for our Lord's Silence on this Subject. 
For when he entered upon his Prophetic Office, the 
Worſhip of God was carried on in a publick Man- 
ner; but then the Perſons, moſt eminent for their 
Attendance upon it, were utterly devoid of that 
Humility of Mind, that Poverty of Spirit, that 
Contempt of the World, in ſhort, of that Good- 
"eſs of the Heart, which is eſſential to zrue Chriſti- 
anity. The bleſſed Jeſus therefore, who came not 
to make any zeedleſs Additions, but to ſupply real 
Defects, inſiſts chiefly upon theſe much neglected 
Duties, leaving the Duty of public Worſhip, as he 
found it—ſtrictly however, at the ſame Time, con- 
forming to it in his own Perſon, and what was e- 
qual to a thouſand Precepts, providing for the Con- 
tinuance of it, by the Inſtitution of a Church, 
which being an outward viſible Seciety, could dor. 
as ſuch, ſubſiſt without it. 


1 2 then, that Chriſt did inſtitute a . 
and you muſt of Neceſſity allow the Obligation to 9 
i lic 


( 
lic Worthip,—unleſs you will ſay, that the Church of 


Chriſt is wholiy inviſible; whereof a Man may be a 


Member, ſhifting for himſelf, without affociating 
with any vi/ble Body of Chriſtians. | But this a- 
grees not, as hath been clearly ſhewn by ingenious 
learned Men, either with the conſtant Notion of 
the Term Church in Scripture, or with the Alluſi- 
ons, whereby it is there deſcribed, or with the Ac- 
count we have of its iir Inſtitution. And ſo ſen- 
ſible, let me add, was St. Paul of the Neceſlity of 
public Worſhip, that he joins it with the Duties of 
Faith, Love, and good Works, and would not allow 


his Converts to forſake the aſſembling of themſelves 


together, even in Time of Perſecution. * He clear- 
ly foreſaw, that were the Practice to become gene- 
ral, it would eventually 'deſtroy the Church; and 
ſo defeat Chriſt's gracious Deſign in founding it,. 
as the taking away one Stone after another from a. 
Building, will in the End GN the Building 


itſelf. 


Bur this would be, not only ungrateful to your 
Redeemer, but injurious to your own Souls. For 
conſider the Nature of our Church Service, and you 
cannot but be ſenſible, of what Advantage it muſt be 
to all, eſpecially to the Bull of Mankind, to have 
frequent Opportunities of hearing the Word of 

God 


. 


a 


* 18 15 


God. LUiitheritarionly read, explained, 3 inforced 
upon them. In what a full and eminent Manner 
likewiſe, do we honour God's Holy Name, ac- 
knowledge his Sovereignty, and diſplay the Glory 
of his Kingdom, when we meet together, as his 
Subjects, and with joint Heart and Voice praiſe 
him in the midſt of the Congregation? What too can 
be better calculated to promote a Spirit of Love, 
Peace, and good Will towards one another, than to 
appear in the Preſence of God; as Children of the 
ſame Stock, Partakers of the ſame Redemption, 
and Suitors for the ſame Bleſſings? And as off as 
we approach the Holy Table, which is the moſt 
ſolemn Part of religious Worſhip; what a Supply 
of Strength and Comfort muſt it impart to the 
Faithful Communicant, to cat the Bread of Life, 
and drink the Cup of Salvation, in Communion with 
his en e 1 8 8 | 
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8 che Ruten of the Church are ſingu- 
Jarly pleaſing to our heavenly F ather,—they aſcend 
with a welcome Force, with an united, and conſe- 
quently a richer Odour to Heaven, and from an ex- 
preſs Promiſe have a ſuperior Title to Succeſs *— 

and no Wonder, methinks, ſince they are prefer'd, 
not only in the Houſe of Prayer, which is emphati- 
A calbd Gods Honſe, the Place, where his Ho- 

nour 


* Matt, xvin. 20. 


* | 

0 On 

nour duwelleth, but in the moſt prevailing Name of 

Chriſt, with all the additional Life and Energy, 
which the Awfulneſs of the Place, the Importance 

of the Buſineſs, and the concurrent Zeal of a de- 

yout Congregation can poſſibly communicate; and 


are invigorated too, may I not * by the Pre- 
ſence of the 5 the ms : 


1 je as I am upon the Advantages of public 
Worſhip, I muſt not omit the ſalutary Effects, the 
kindly Influence, which it hath on civil Society. 

Not that the Happineſs of this, is the principal 
End, for which we aſſemble; or that the Religion, 

we then outwardly. profeſs, is merely a political 

Scheme, a worldly Convenience or Point of ſecular 

Intereſt by no means It is the Poiver of God unto 

Salvation; deſigned not only to regulate this preſent 

civil Warld, but to deliver, or take us out of it. 

However, ſo long as we are in theſe Earthly Taber- 

nacles, it is our Duty to conſult the Good of the 

Community, whereof we are Members; and à rea 

regard for it's Welfare is ſcarce conſiſtent with 

a wilful and habitual Neglect of the ſtated re- 

turns of public Worſhip. For what Seneca ſays of 

Society in general, holds eminently true of religious 

Society Take this away, and you deſtroy that 


2 Vue wn Mankind, upon which depends the 
5 | 5 e 


* Pſal. cxxxviii. 1 Cor. xi. 10. 
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«© Happineſs of Life.” All Senſe of Virtue would 


ſoon wear off; the World, bad as it is, 'grow worſe, 
and run into the groſſeſt Enormities. So far, we 


may obſerve, are they from being true Patriots, or 
Friends to the Community, who would ſet aſide all 
5 public Worſhip.—Nay, they are the worſt of Ene- 
mies, introducing a thouſand real Evils, under the 


pretence of removing a ſingle imaginary One. The 
Fews were well appris'd of this Truth ; and there- 
fore as they reckoned religious Worſhip, one Pillar 
of the World, and that Man a bad Neighbour, who 
refuſed to join therein; ſo on the Reverſe, they 


made it a Mak of the Centurion's Love to their 
Nation, that he had built them a Synagogue. * 


Tuxsx are the Advantages of public Worſhip— 
and certainly the bare mention of them muſt endear 
the Duty to every attentive Perſon. But the Miſ- 


fortune is, that every one will not attend. Hence 


ſome, of an Infidel turn, ſhall deſpiſe it, as a need- 


leſs and inſignificant Thing. But what an Affront 


do they put upon the Legiſſature, which hath deem'd 
the: public Worſhip of God, deſerving of it's Favour 
and Protection; and with what ſelf-ſufficiency do 
they oppoſe their own crude Sentiments to the Wiſ- 
dom of all Nations? For how much ſoever different 
Nations have differed in the Mode and Object of 

their 


— 


Lale wi. a 


1 
ahale Worlhip, they « all have agreed in a a 
One. y 


Bur we are not at a loſs for ha true Cauſe of 
their diſlike to public Worſhip. It is well known, 
how much Chriſtianity was beholden to it in the 
firſt Ages of the Church: And while this is kept 
up, Infidelity hath one great Difficulty to ſtruggle 
with. But were it once brought into Contempt; a 
Share of this Contempt would ſoon devolve upon 
the public Miniſters; and from the public Miniſters 


of Chriſt, to Chriſt himſelf the Tranſition is 1 
for he that deſpiſeth you, ſays he, deſpiſeth me, 


_ OTHERS again, under the plauſible Shew of ſpi- 
ritualizing and refining our Holy Religion, throw 
off all regard to public Worſhip; and conſequent- 
ly, to the outward Means of Grace therewith con- 
nected; as too Carnal for the State of the Goſpel. 
But while theſe aim at a more than-ordinary Purity, 
they ſeem both to forget the Nature of Religion, 
and to neglect the Way to come at it. For granting, 
that the Religion of the Goſpel is that of the Heart, 
in the Spirit; and that no Compliance with the 
outward Means of Grace can atone for the Want of 
it; yet he, that is willing to give his Heart to God, 
muſt give Proof of his 88 by complying 


with 


* Luke x. 16. | 
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Bus 0 
with every divine Inſtitution, which is intended to 
make him more Holy and more Spiritual. His ve- 


ry Compliance with an outward Ordinance 1s an act | 
1 inward Piety. | 


7 


als: . hes: God i is not . to any out- 
ward Means, but can ſhower down the moſt plen- 


tiful Effuſions of his Grace, when and in what 
© Manner he pleaſeth; we are not to conſider what 
the Almighty can do, but what he hath promiſed 


to do; and upon what Terms, we may expect the 
fulfilling of his Promiſe. And theſe being once 
appointed, we ought to receive them with all 


Thankfulneſs and Humility of Mind; as the pro- 
pereft Means to train us up to Virtue, and to pro- 
mote the mice of 120 Het. e 


th en fincere then theſe Refiners of Chriſti- 
anity may be, they deceive themſelves; and while 
they refuſe to join in the Exerciſe of public Wor- 


ſhip, for fear of placing too much Religion in out- 
ward Things, they are in Danger of having 200 lit- 
Ze, or rather of loſing all. Nor were the Queſtion 
to be put, can they aſſign any one ſolid Reaſon, or 


even but the Shadow of one; why Man, who is 


confeſſedly made for Society, and perhaps is more 


_ diftinguiſhed by his Devotion, than by his Reaſon, 


may unite for every other End, but a religions one, 
which, by the Way, is the moſt intereſting and im- 


portant? 


1 
portant? Or why this innate Affection, this ora: 
Tendency of the Soul towards it's own Species may 


not operate in Acts of Worſhip, as well as of com- 
mon Life ? "4 


Fe Others there are, who have no diſlike 
to public Worſhip, but pretend to have little or no 
Leiſure for it; and therefore they muſt leave it to 
Perſons leſs engaged, and be content with private 
Prayer. Private Prayer indeed, as we. are in- 
dividual Perſons, is a plain Duty—and as every 
Man, in his Angle Capacity, may be his own Prieſt, 
and every Place, his Temple; the leſs convenient 
it is for him to join in public Prayer, the more 
conſtant,” one would hope, he is in private. But 
then, being a Member of Society, and of Chriſt's 
myſtic Body, the Church, he is . as W to 
attend the public Worſhip. 


As to the Pretence of having no leiſure for this 
Duty, it is groundleſs. For ſhould we allow ſome 
Callings in Life to leave us more at leiſure for it, 
than others; yet none that is lawful, .and none 
elſe is to be followed, doth neceſſarily exclude it. 
And to ſuppoſe this, were to arraign the Wiſdom 
of God for binding his Creatures, as he hath done, 
to the Proſecution of their ſecular, as well as of 
their. ſpiritual Concerns, and yet making them in- 
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compatible. Whereas they may be carried on in 
their proper Order; and what God hath join'd to- 


gether, no good Man will put aſunder ; left he 
weaken _ Regard, which i is due to ve. nal 


How often indeed any one ſhould attend the 
public Worſhip, depends fo much upon: his par- 
zicular Situation in Life, as not to admit a gene- 
ral Determination. But as the religious Obſervance 


of one Day in Seven, which is the Lord's Day, 


is ſtrictly required of a-all muſt attend upon 
that Day; and as to the intermediate Days, let them 
de true to their own Conſciences, 1 attend as they 
have * 


Bur let no Man think, that a Bare Attendance 
is ſufficient—or that all is well, if upon 4 ſet Day 
we preſent ourſelves before the Lord. No, In the 
Houſe of God we muſt behave, as the Sons of God, 
ſuitably to the Sacredneſs of the Place, and the 
Holy Deſign, for which we aſſemble. This is a 
neceſſary Expreſſion of our Sincerity,—ſo neceſſary, 
that without it, we are mere Formaliſts; and we 
might perhaps as well not pray at all, as pray irre- 
verently. We do not, *tis true, hereby abſolutely 
deny the Being of God; but we deny him to be, 
what he is;—we mock him, and preſume upon his 
Connivance. But as no dead, nor even blemiſoed 


Thing 


( 
Thing might be offered under the Law; how can 
we expect that God will be pleaſed, under the im- 
proved State of the Goſpel, with the Sarriſice of 
our Prayers, when it is blemiſhed thro' our irreve- 
rence, and as it were, dead thro* our Inattention. 
Bur be your Demeanour ever ſo devout and ſe- 
rious in the Houſe of God, let me caution you a- 
eainſt laying too much Streſs even upon this; not 
but that to offer our public Prayers devoutly, is 
right and good, adapted to our Nature, and the 
Relation we ſtand in to God and Man, and pro- 
ductive, as we have above obſerved, of many Ad- 
vantages. But then if ye reſt here, and do not con- 
ſider this act of Worſhip, as a Means of growing 
bettet, as the Scaffolding, whereby ye are to riſe to- 
wards Heaven, above the Pomps and Vanities of 
this World; ye are doubly guilty in the Sight of 
God. Ye not only hinder his Worſhip from having 
its perfels Work in yourſelves; but prejudice others 
againſt it, and occaſion your good to be evil ſpoken of. 
For bad and unreaſonable as the Argument is, bad 
Men will make Uſe of it to the Diſadvantage of al 
public Worſhip, and conclude that to be good for 
nothing, which hath no better Effect on thoſe, who 
practiſe it, 


To 
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1 


To theſe Cautions permit me to add one other, 


not more ſeaſonable, than important, which is this 


not to prefer the Preac bing before the Prayers of 
the Church. This is a common Caſe, and with 


none more common, than with ſuch, as are very 


Self- ſufficient, and in their own Conceit, have leaſt 
need of Inſtruction. But it is a Fault, and ſhould 


be amended. For Preaching, tho' a divine Ordi- 


nance, and wiſely inſtituted for the Edification of 


the Church; ſeems only to be, in order to our pray- 


ing, and doing our Duty better for the future: And 
it is obſervable, that our Saviour calls his Father's 
Houſe, the Houſe of Prayer. So that they who 


have itching Ears, or an inſatiable Thirſt after Ser- 


mons, to the Diſreliſn of the Prayers, do virtually 


rob God of a principal Part of that a which 


is due to him. 


Anp herein we, of the galt ;ſhed Church, are of 
all Men the moſt inexcuſable. For we are bleſt 
with a Liturgy, which is truly excellent, drawn up 
with admirable Piety and Prudence, in our own 
Language, and well premeditated. And if we are 
not led more by a Spirit of Curioſity, than of De- 
votion, we may, thro? the ſignal Advantages of this 


Liturgy, worſhip the Lord in the Beauty of Holineſs. 


And by Way of Incitement, let us remember this 


faying of a great Divine of the laſt Century—*< It 


3 nes « 


( 
« is the Oratory of Prayer, — out 0b our 


«© Hearts ſhall ſave us, no leſs than the Oratory of 
„ Preaching, poured in at our Ears.“ 


I wovrDp not be thought to inſinuate, that a Fa- 
mine of the Word would be no Fudgment upon us, 
or to diſparage ſo ſacred and uſeful an Ordinance, 
as Preaching.— I mean only to inculcate a true and 
proper Eſteem for it; which conſiſts, not in depre- 
cCiating the public Prayers, nor in heaping up to 
ourſelves Teachers after your own Luſts, nor in hear- 
ing the Word preached, juſt as we do a very lovely 
Song of one that hath a pleaſant Voice, and can play 
well on an Inſtrument; + but in knowing them, 
which labour among yon, and are over you in the 
Lora, in taking heed, how ye hear, and conſcienti- 
ouſly applying, what ye hear, to Practice. And 
here let me obſerve, if there be no ſecret Indiſpoſi- 
tion on your Parts, no evil Heart of Unbelief, ye 
may, it is to he hoped, improve under the Provi- 
ſion of the Church, however meanly ſome may 
think of Wo. 


Wnar remains now, but to make an Applica- 
tion of what hath been offered; and that I may not 


detain 


* Biſhop Andrews. + Ezek. xxxiii. 32. 


68 
detain you too long, it mall be as mort, as poſ- 
ſible. 1 


Since then ye are happily provided with an ad- 
ditional Place for the Celebration of public Wor- 
ſhip; and this Worſhip hath been frequented, as 
ye have heard, in all Ages of the World by the 
People of God, and is highly acceptable to him, 
let me exhort you to a grateful Senſe and due im- 
provement of this Bleſling, which ye enjoy. And 
I cannot but flatter myſelf with the Proſpect of 
Succeſs; as many. Circumſtances concur to inforce 
this Addreſs, and render it effectual. Long have 
ye of this antient and Nouriſbing Town been re- || 
markably. bleſt (and may ye ſtill be bleſt) in your 
Commercial Tranſactions.— Ve have generouſly too 
contributed to the Erection of this Structure; and 
have ardently wiſhed to nppear here before the Pre- 
ſence of the Lord, Surely then ye cannot be guilty 
of ſuch Ingratitude to a kind Providence, and of 
ſuch bad Economy, and Inconſſſtency with your- 
ſelves, as to neglect the Means of Salvation, of 
which you are now poſſeſſed; or to give the leaſt 
Occaſion to have it ſaid of our Churches, as it was 
of ſome Vickories of old; that we know better, how 
to gain them, than to make the beſt Advantage of 
. : 


NoTuyinG 


© 


NoTHING indeed is more common, than for in- 


conſiderate Man to overlook what he enjoys. But 


I am perſwaded better Things of you; and that it 


will be your Delight, as it is your Duty, to pre- 


| ſerve and promote, as far as in you lieth, a ſtrict 


Regard to this Place, and the ſolemn Uſe whereto 
it is dedicated. 


"Ting: not however your Regard be an Rey ana 
Thing only, nor your Religion confined to mere 


Times and Places of Prayer. Let a Vein of Devo- 


tion run thro* the whole of your Deportment, and 
be Holy, as St. Peter ſpeaks, in all Manner of Cn. 


verſaticn. * Not always indeed upon your Kees, 
but always upon your Guarda; ever ſtudious to 
pleaſe your Maker, not only in what are called the 


Offices of Religion, but in all your Actions, in all 
the Ways, ye poſſibly can—walking in Righteouſe 


neſs with Man, as well as in Hue with Cod. all 
the Days of your Tits. -- 


i this religious State of Mind, this ha- 
bitual Service, the Service of a Life truly and 


wholly 


1 Ot, Peter i. 15. 


oP 
wholly devoted to God, ye may have a Name, that 
je live, but ye are dead— dead to all the Purpo- 
ſes of your Heavenly Calling, and alienated from 
the Life of God. Whereas if ye live under the In- 
fluence of the ſame Holy Spirit, wherewith ye pray; 
not defiling this Sanctuary by the Iniquity of your 
Traffic; + nor even ſuffering your Hearts to go too 
far in the World, ꝓ but purifying them thro? a lively, 
active Faith, and bringing forth Fruits meet for Re- 


pentance; ye ſhall be as much diſtinguiſhed by your 


Piety, as by your Commerce; and while the one 
yields the Riches of this World; - the other will be 
a happy Means of procuring for you Treaſures in 
Heaven, the more valuable Riches of Eternity. 


Bur finally, as all ye can do, will be vain and 
fruitleſs without the divine Aſſiſtance; let me be- 
ſeech you to call daily upon God; that he would 
vouchſafe to direct, guide, and ſtrengthen you by 

his good Spirit. Then ſhall ye be V. els unto Ho- 
nour, ſanttified and meet for his Uſe, and prepared 
unto every good Work; and having duly attended, 
and improved upon your Attendance in this Holy 
Place, this Houſe of God; it ſhall be unto you the 
very Gate of Heaven, and lead you into a Houſe, 


ſ 


not 


* Rev. ii. 1. + Ezck. xxvili, 18. f 2 Eſdras iv. 2. 


not made with Hands, whoſe Builder and Maker is, | 
not Man, but God, and whither Chriſt our Fore- a 
runner is gone before us. 


To this happy Place God of his infinite Mercy 
bring us all, thro* the Merits of Chriſt our Saviour; 
to whom with the Father and the bleſſed Spirit, 
be aſcribed all Power, Praiſe, and Adoration, now 
and for ever. Amen. | | 
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